
Connections 
 

In the book, DoaPTI, the major event that sets up the book is Junior changing schools. 
Almost everyone he knew on the reservation was mad at him for wanting to go to a different 
school for a multitude of reasons, and I can directly relate to this experience. Deciding to come 
to Animas was a monumental time of my life, and not everyone in my life was happy about it. My 
friends were mad at me, some were sad, and I was getting comments from random people 
about my choice like, “You’re gonna turn into a stoner.”, “Animas is for the kids who can’t learn 
properly.”, and “Wow, I can’t believe you would choose to go to a bad school like that. I didn’t 
think you were that dumb.”. One of the points I brought up that countered almost everyone’s 
opinions in the seminar was that I think Junior felt more frustration than hate toward his 
community. This is presented in the book, and it was how I felt. I just wanted people to see that I 
was making a choice for myself that I thought would be best for me. No one else could see that 
Animas was what I needed, much less why I wanted to go here, and they wouldn’t open up their 
minds to really hear what I had to say. To me, that was the most frustrating feeling because I 
believe that you can’t give advice to someone when you can’t see every side of the situation. It 
makes the advice biased to what is best for you, and not necessarily the other person. This 
close-minded attitude is what I believe causes a problem in our social environment because 
whenever the majority of people disagree with something, it is easier to just shut them out and 
tell them they’re stupid than to try to understand. This was just one of the more obvious 
themes/events I shared with DoaPTI.  
 


